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City Halls New Hours

To better meet the needs of our residents, City Hall is
updating its office hours effective immediately.

New Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Please note: City Hall will be closed on Fridays following a
City Council meeting.

Thank you for your continued support and
understanding as we make this adjustment to better
serve our community!

New Meeting Hours

Starting in September, all Council and
Workshop Meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m.
Same meetings. New start time.
Please update your calendars accordingly.

OUR NEWSLETTER IS GOING DIGITAL

Because the copier deserves a break, and apparently
printer ink is worth its weight in gold! You can
continue to find each issue on our website, on
Facebook or our customer portal, where it will be
just as informative and considerably less expensive to
produce. Effective Immediately

CITY MEETING SCHEDULE

September 14" @ 6:00pm Council Meeting
September 28" @ 6:00pm Workshop




SEPTEMBER 2026 Van Meter

tradition with a vision
.

Employee Spoflight

The City of Van Meter is pleased to announce the hiring of Grace Wilder as the new Director of Parks &
Recreation, with her first day scheduled for September 8, 2026.

Grace brings a strong background in recreation programming, athletic event management, facility
operations, and community engagement. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Sports Marketing and
Management with a minor in Business from the University of Dubuque in 2022 and completed her Master
of Sports Management in 2024.

Most recently, Grace served as the Recreation Coordinator for the City of Monticello, where she was
responsible for planning and coordinating recreational programs, special events, facility scheduling, staff
supervision, volunteer management, and community outreach initiatives. Her experience includes
developing and promoting programs designed to increase community participation and provide diverse
recreational opportunities for residents.

In addition to her municipal recreation experience, Grace has held several leadership roles at the
University of Dubuque, including Intramural Supervisor Team Lead, Athletic Department Graduate
Assistant, and Adjunct Professor. These positions provided valuable experience in program
administration, event planning, staff supervision, facility management, and leadership development. She
also completed a Leisure Services Internship with the City of Dubuque, where she assisted with the
development of inclusive recreation programs serving individuals of varying abilities.

Grace is First Aid, CPR, and AED certified and has been an active member of the lowa Parks and
Recreation Association (IPRA). Her combination of education, professional experience, and passion for
community engagement will be a tremendous asset to the City of Van Meter.

Please join us in welcoming Grace to the Van Meter team. We look forward to her leadership and
contributions to our parks, recreation programs, and community events in the years ahead.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Van Meter Schools on the opening
of the new school addition! This exciting expansion
reflects the community's commitment to education and
prepares the district for continued growth. The new
addition brings:

New classroom spaces to accommodate growing

|
2284 ?E;ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁuw : _ en_roll_ment
- LA / L vl Expanded parking and site improvements for students,
' \ ' (v staff, and visitors

Additional educational and support spaces that
enhance learning opportunities across the campus

— S ——

RIBBUN—CUTTING o This investment will benefit current and future

generations of students while strengthening the

CEREMONY exceptional educational environment that makes Van

Meter such a special community. Congratulations to the

Van Meter CSD Building Addition students, staff, families, school board, and community
members who helped make this vision a reality
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As our summer programming comes to a close, we @ [ ]

want to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who 8 E A — J]I:I

participated, attended, volunteered, supported, and % — , DD

helped make these events possible. From Art in the S Q=0 —

Park and Yoga in the Park to Concert on the Corner,
The Plant Sale and everything in between, each PUblIC Heal"ing NOtice

program was successful because of the enthusiasm,
involvement, and hard work of so many people.

A public hearing will be held on

We are incredibly grateful for the time, effort, and September 14th to discuss permit
dedication that went into making these opportunities requirements for peddlers/transient
available for our community. Whether you organized an merchants, solicitors, and mobile food

event, shared your talents, volunteered your time, or

simply showed up and participated, your support truly vendors. Commumty members are

made a difference. invited to attend and share their
feedback.
Thank you for helping create meaningful experiences Date: September 14

and connections throughout the summer. We .
appreciate each and every one of you and look forward Time: 6:00pm
to bringing more programs and events to our Location: 100 Hazel Street
community in the future. Van Meter, |IA 50261

Irrigation Schedule

Odd- numbered addresses:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Van [
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E - bered add : - -
Tuesday, Thursday and Satwrday n ~ OPEN FORUM
No Irrigation: Sunday

All irrigation must be completed : I
before 10:00 AM City of Van Meter invites you to our
very first anonymous open forum

We encourage all residents to where residents have FREE
water deeply and less frequently. SPEECH to ask questions and

This promotes deeper root growth, _
reduces reliance on surface share their thoughts.

moisture, and helps create MEET & TALK WITH STAFF
heathier, more drought resistant

lands and landscaping. Watering

during the early morning hours
also reduces evaporation and

lowers the risk of fungal growth.

City Administrator, City Clerk, Deputy
City Clerk, Police Chief, Public Works
Director and our Library Director
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+ Back to School Scavenger Hunt - Can you find all of the Back to School items in this month's scavenger hunt? Turn in your Library
completed sheet at the circulation desk and choose a prize! Hours

+ STEM Fan Toy Take and Make! - Grab a take-home kit and assemble your own electric fan! While supplies last! Monda

+ Keep an eye on our socials this month! - Follow the library on Instagram and Facebook! We just might share something special 10am - Szm
this month! = @vanmeterpubliclibrary on Instagram and Facebook. Tuesda

+ Closed for Labor Day! - The library will be closed on Monday, September 77, for Labor Day! 10am - 7 ym

+ Gettin' Crafty @ the Library - Each week, the library will debut a brand-new craft for everyone to enjoy! Materials will be available Wednescllja
all week, and no registration is required. 10am - 5pr§

+ Storytime - Stop by for Storytime with Ms. J! Join us for stories, songs, and snacks! Thursda

« City Council - City Council will be held on Monday, September 14" . 10am - 7, 5;1

« Library Board - Library Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 15" . Frida p

« Community Open Forum - Head to City Hall at 5 PM on Monday, September 21%, for a Community Open Forum! 10am - 5" i

« Open Book Program - Vince Lewis and Vinh Nguyen will be discussing the Vietnam War on Tuesday, September 22™ at 6 PM! Saturdap

+ Books and Banter - Join us for Books and Banter to discuss Beautiful Uglx by Alice Feeney on September 22™ at 7:00 PM! sam - 1 :1

« Library Open Late! - The library will be open late on Friday September 25" to allow more time for people to stop by during our Sundap
suprise FOL fundraiser! Join us from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM that day! If you are a part of the Van Meter Visitor Festival VIP Walking Close d’
Tour, this is a great time to stop by!

+ Van Meter Visitor Festival - The Van Meter Visitor Festival is an annual event in celebrating the local 1903 legend of an 8-foot, bat-
like cryptid with a glowing horn. Held each Seplember, the event features speakers, guided walking tours, and themed merchandise W’W
vendors! The event is held at the American Legion Post from 11:30 AM to 6:00 PM on Saturday, September 26" . At

+ Surprise FOL Fundraiser! 24" - 3! - The library is having a surprise fundraiser this month! All proceeds go to the Friends of the Amazon

Van Meter Public Library. Stay aware of our social media posts to get in on the action!
+ City Council Workshop - City Council Workshop will be held on Monday, September 28" .
« Library Card Sign Up Month! - September is Library Card Sign-up Month! This year’s theme is “a library card hits all the right
notes!” Library cards are issued free of charge to all residents of Van Meter and Dallas County. In addition, residents of cities that
participate in lowa's Open Access program are eligible for a free library card. Children ages 5 and up are eligible for a library card
with parental consent. To get a library card, you'll need to bring a photo ID and proof of residency. If your driver's license or state 1D
show your current address, you're good to go! View our social media to get updates on a drawing we'll be hosting to celebrate! We
will be drawing winners on Thursday, October 1%

'E[ VAN METER :
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SMART 911 »
UPDATE =

A new Public Safety alert list is
coming for Dallas and Polk
County residents.

PO Q

You'll still receive Alerts will be One list creates a
up N g alerts for your targeted to your faster, more
Tmﬁﬂ | community. home, work, andlor consistent alerting

school address. process.
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CITY OF VAN METER VAN METER COMMUNITY
VAN METER PARKS & RECREATION DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

TRAIL

Let’s build a more connected and safer community.

RIBBON-CUTTING | o usos e coie
CEREMONY aND | ‘o obencitng.

UNVEILING OF THE TRAIL NAME! |  ceremony endthe

unveiling of the

0 CTO B ER| official trail name!
-
2rS iR i - - DATE LOCATION JOIN THE CELEBRATION!
o Q \ Y Stay tuned! Trail Music, community, and more.
=> "*";’:V,{’\"%‘ N \¢~ , D"“" coming Van Mater, 1A Everyone is welcome!
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-4 Pork sandwiches

BIKE SAFETY PEDESTRIAN AWARENESS
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AGREEMENT FOR PREAUTHORIZED PAYMENTS

To sign up for AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWL, please complete the form below and attach
a copy of a VOIDED CHECK from your financial institution. Please mail or bring the
completed form to City Hall, 310 Mill Street, PO BOX 160, Van Meter, |A 50261.

| (we) hereby authorize the CITY OF VAN METER to initiate debit entries to my
(our) checking account indicated below and the depository name below,
hereinafter called DEPOSITORY, to debit the same to such account.

BANK NAME
CITY STATE ZIP CODE
ROUTING # ACCOUNT #

TransitABA(Routing) Number is the first set of nine (9) numbers from the left bottom of your check.

This authority is to remain in full force and effect until the City of Van Meter and
Depository have received written notification from me (us) of its termination in such
time and in such a manner as to afford the City of Van Meter and Depository a
reasonable opportunity to act on it.

| (we) hereby authorize the CITY OF VAN METER to provide billing statements
electronically via email.

PREFERRED EMAIL

SERVICE ADDRESS

NAME(S) (PRINT)

SIGNATURE

DATE

You will receive your water bill on or near the first of the month.
If you choose AutoPay, the amount due will be deducted from

the above assigned account on the 15th of each month.
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