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Council Meeting  ·  Monday, November 9, 2026
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https://www.vanmeteria.gov/city/city-documents/city-of-van-meter-calendar/
https://vanmeteria.ourcommunityconnect.com/login?returnUrl=%2Futility-billing%2Fcustomer-link
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https://www.vanmeteria.gov/
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The last yard waste pick up will be Saturday 11-28-2026



Keep Fire Hydrants Visible
Residents are encouraged to help keep fire hydrants
near their property clear of  snow and ice throughout
the winter season. Maintaining visibility and access
to hydrants can help emergency responders save

valuable time during an emergency.

As Thanksgiving approaches, it’s a wonderful time to reflect on the many things that make our
community special. We are grateful for the residents, businesses, volunteers, and community
organizations that help make the City of  Van Meter a welcoming place to live, work, and grow.

Thanksgiving is a reminder to appreciate our neighbors, lend a helping hand when we can, and
celebrate the connections that bring us together. Whether you are gathering with family, sharing a meal

with friends, or simply enjoying a quiet day of reflection, we hope you take time to cherish the
blessings in your life.

Thanksgiving Day will be observed on Thursday, November 26, 2026.
From all of  us at the City of  Van Meter, we wish you and your loved ones a safe, happy, and memorable

Thanksgiving filled with gratitude, joy, and community spirit. Happy Thanksgiving! 

Winterize Your Home and
Irrigation System

Now is the time to prepare
your property for freezing

temperatures:
Disconnect and store
garden hoses.
Shut off  and winterize
irrigation systems.
Insulate exposed pipes
where needed.
Check outdoor faucets
and spigots for proper
winter protection.

Taking these steps can help
prevent costly repairs due to

frozen or burst pipes.

Help Our Snow Crews
Public Works crews work hard to keep Van Meter's streets safe

during winter weather. Residents can help by:
Removing vehicles from streets during snow removal
operations.
Refraining from pushing snow from driveways into public streets.
Using caution around snowplows and allowing extra stopping
distance.

To allow for efficient snow removal operations, residents
are reminded to avoid parking on streets during snow
events when snow removal operations are underway.

Vehicles that interfere with snow removal may be subject to
a snow removal parking citation. The current fine for a snow

removal parking violation is $30.00, with additional
penalties if  left unpaid.

Winter Weather
Preparation
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Van Meter Government 101: How Your City Government
Works

Ever wonder how the City of  Van Meter operates? While this may not
come up at your next trivia night, understanding your local government

can help you stay informed and involved in your community.
The City of  Van Meter operates under a Mayor-Council form of

government. Residents elect a mayor and city council every four years.
Together, they are responsible for establishing policies, adopting budgets,

and making decisions that guide the city. The mayor serves as the city's
chief  executive officer and, under our charter, has the authority to veto

council actions when necessary.
In addition to the mayor and council, the City Administrator helps oversee

daily city operations. Appointed by the mayor and council, the City
Administrator ensures city ordinances, resolutions, and policies are

carried out and works closely with Public Works, Parks and Recreation,
law enforcement, and city staff  to keep city services running smoothly.
The City also relies on citizen volunteers who serve on advisory boards

and commissions:
Planning & Zoning (P&Z)

Five-member board, primarily made up of  Van Meter residents.
Reviews zoning requests, development plans, plats, and rezoning applications.
Makes recommendations to the City Council, which has the final decision after

a public hearing.
Board of Adjustment (BOA)

Five-member board appointed by the City Council.
Reviews conditional use permits and variance requests.

Makes final decisions on these matters without requiring City Council approval.
These boards play an important role in shaping future growth and

development within our community.
Each month, I hope to provide additional information about how your city

government functions and the services it provides. My goal is to help
residents better understand not only what we do, but why we do it.

If  you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
aekhoff@cityofvanmeteria.gov or 515-985-8353.

Respectfully,
Annette Ekhoff, ICMA-CM

City Administrator
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