
Happy Labor Day! 
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September 2019 

News 
ELECTION 

INFORMATION 
2019 Regular City/School Election—Tuesday, November 5, 2019 

The City of Van Meter has three positions to fill on council.  Mayor Allan Ad-

am’s term expires at the end of the year as well as council positions held by 

Lyndon Lyon and Kim Sacker.  Mayor Adams and Councilmember Lyon seek re-

election while Councilmember Sacker chose not to run for a fourth term. 

All nomination papers for City candidates must be filed in the office of the 

County Auditor at 210 N. 10th St in Adel by Thursday, September 19, 2019. 

Signatures of at least 10 eligible electors of the City of Van Meter are required 

on nomination petitions.  

Nomination papers for School candidates are filed with the school secretary. 

Van Meter Community School has two at large board of director vacancies to 

fill. 

Both the Auditor and School Secretary are open until 5P on the day that nomi-

nation papers are due.  

If you need information about upcoming election, visit the Secretary of State 

website at www.sos.state.ia.us  They have those forms and other useful infor-

mation to help citizens become more civically engaged.  

 

Veterans Reception Center 

910 Main Street 

Van Meter 

7a—8p 

Elected Officials: 

Mayor 

-Allan Adams  

Mayor Pro Tem 

-Kim Sacker,  

Council 

-Adam Coyle 

-Joe Herman 

-Lyn Lyon 

-Steve Meyer 

City Staff: 

Kyle Michel— 

City Administrator 

Liz Thompson—Clerk 

Dave Herman— 

Public Works 

Pat Alexander— 

Public Works 

Kathleen Nubel— 

Library Director  

-Library—515-996-2435 

Police Chief Bill Daggett— 

Officer Mike Brown 

-Non Emergency— 

515-993-4567 

Where to VOTE 
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An open letter from Kim Sacker to the Citizens of Van Meter: 

I am writing this letter to the citizens of Van Meter, most of whom I feel I can call friends, to formally announce 

that I will not be seeking re-election this Fall. Thanks to your vote of confidence, I have been able to serve the 

community, for 12 years on City Council.   

The Mayor, along with our City staff and elected officials have endeavored to preserve the well-being of the City 

during my tenure. Through annexation, we have expanded our City limits to increase our tax base; allowing the 

City to budget for larger projects such as the purchase and renovation of the Bob Feller Museum and the ex-

pansion of the trail system and boat access point at the Rec Complex. We have negotiated agreements with 

neighboring communities to stave off further encroachment and preserve our unique semi-rural way of life. 

Crestview Estates is now almost built out, bringing with it new residents, business owners, elected officials and 

City staff. Van Meter is also home to the first Certified Site for commercial development in the State of Iowa. A 

project that created the Van Meter Vision Park; a shovel-ready development site that will bring commercial de-

velopment to the City and diversify our tax base. During my tenure we transitioned City Hall to a City Adminis-

trator position, bringing professional staff into the City to oversee the daily operations of the City, ensuring our 

interests are championed at the local, State, and Regional level. We brought on full-time and contract employ-

ees in our Parks department to provide better access to youth sports opportunities. Our Fire and Police Depart-

ments transitioned to a consolidated Public Safety Department, enabling our law enforcement officers to cross-

train as first responders and firefighters, increasing our response time and levels of service. We were successful 

in passing the 1% Local Option Sales and Service Tax on our first ballot measure, a program that enabled a 

$0.14 reduction in our tax levy rate in the first year of implementation.  

While serving on the Council, I was appointed or was asked to serve on several boards and committees to rep-

resent Van Meter or to serve as the representative for small units of government at the local, regional and State 

level. I had the distinct pleasure of serving on the Metro Advisory Committee (MAC), MAC Executive Board, Io-

wa League of Cities and the Iowa League of Cities Executive Board. Locally, I also served as the liaison for the 

City Council to the Van Meter School Board, Van Meter Public Library Board, Public Safety Committee and Pub-

lic Works Committee.   

I firmly believe that for a community of our size, Van Meter is respected locally, regionally and across the state 

as a progressive community with a plan for sustainable growth. We live up to our City motto of “Tradition with 

a Vision”.   

I hope to see you around town on one of my walks or while attending various events around the community. 

We just might meet up as committee members as I hope to continue to serve the community in other capaci-

ties, you just never know.  

I am proud to have served as a council member for such a great community.  

Regards,  

Council Member, City of Van Meter 
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VAN METER PUBLIC LIBRARY 
PH:  515-996-2435 

Make your plans to attend the Van Meter Visitor Festival on September 

28th! With amazing guest speakers, fantastic vendors, and tasty food, the 

Van Meter Visitor Festival is a great way to spend your Saturday. Limited 

seating will be available in the guest speaker area, so feel free to bring a 

lawn chair! Visit facebook.com/vanmetervisitorfestival to learn more. 

The City of Van Meter, with the assistance of the Van Meter 

Public Library Foundation and Van Meter Firefighter's Asso-

ciation, is working on a new joint facility for our growing 

community. Tonight we received our first major donation 

from Sioux City Brick & Tile located in Adel, Iowa. The 

$20,000 donation toward the project was presented by Pat-

rick Mahoney, Marketing Director for the company and 

a new Van Meter resident. The Foundation and Association 

are working together to raise funds and make this project 

happen. These joint efforts mean less tax dollars needed to 

build the facility of our future. Thank you to Sioux City Brick 

and Mr. Mahoney for this amazing contribution and thank 

you to the Firefighters Association and Library Foundation 

for their help and hard work.  

The library has a new catalog!  

-Now you can choose to receive notifications 

by email, phone call, or text message! You can 

also opt to receive email check out receipts 

instead of paper slips. 

-Try Reserve Express: automatically get put on 

hold for a variety of popular authors. Just 

choose from a list in your account settings or 

ask at the checkout desk. 

-Going on vacation? Have too many books 

already? Log in through the catalog to pause 

your reserves while keeping your place in line. 

-See digital book and audiobook options right 

in the catalog! 

Check it out at 

vanmeter.biblionix.com 
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ATTENTION GARDENERS:  Do you have plants in need of dividing? 

 

 

The Park and Rec Board is working to revitalize the perennial flower beds at 

Johnson Park and we would love to have a piece of your garden for the 

community to enjoy for years to come. We are looking for splits of low 

maintenance perennials such as: Stella lily, Day lily, coreopsis, stone crop, 

sedum, hosta, coral bells, salvia, and Russian sage.  

Please label plants with their color and/or variety to help us with their ar-

rangement.  

Plant donations can be dropped off at Kim Sacker's home, 120 East St in 

Van Meter, between now and September 8th. 

PARKS & REC 

Sedum from city hall— 

310 Mill St 

Reece Chappell of Van Meter completed his 

service project to achieve the rank of Eagle 

Scout. Eagle Scout is the highest achievement 

or rank attainable in the scouts program.  

The scout must plan, develop and complete a 

project that benefits his community, any school or any religious insti-

tution. It is an opportunity for the scout to demonstrate leadership 

and commitment to duty.  

Reece contacted the City of Van Meter with his proposal to construct 

a display sign at the boat ramp and trail head. The City will use it to 

post maps and other material that might be of interest to users of 

the ramp and trail.  

We congratulate Reece on his distinguished achievement and thank 

him for his impressive project. The City will benefit for many years to 

come from his hard work on this community project. 
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Sign up for ACH.  How does ACH work?  The City will automatically debit your  

checking or savings account on the 15th of the month.  No more penalties!  One less thing to remember.  

You can also pay online at www.vanmeteria.gov; Bill Pay tab. 



310 Mill Street 

PO Box 160 

Van Meter, IA  50261 

Phone: 515-996-2644 

Email: info@vanmeteria.gov 

CITY OF VAN METER 

Waste Connections Inc.  
515-265-7374 

September 3 and 16 

Garbage collection will be one day late due to 

the Labor Day holiday—Tuesday, September 3rd.   

City offices will be CLOSED on  

Monday, September 2nd— 

Please leave any messages or payments in the 

mail slot next to the front door. 

GARBAGE COLLECTION NOTICE: 

Visit our website at 

www.vanmeteria.gov 

Dave Ramsey’s 

Financial Peace University 

Hosted by Van Meter Baptist Church 

Every Thursday at 7P  

September 19—November 14 

Seating is limited;  

to reserve a spot or for more information 

contact Dave at 515-468-1932  

by September 16. 

WATER LEAKS— 

Don’t let your money go  

down the drain! 

A slow drip of water can add up quickly. A  

toilet that keeps “running” after you flush it or a 

dripping faucet can waste thousands of gallons 

of water a year– and that costs money! 

A drip 15 gallons per day 450 gallons per month 

1/32 in. leak 264 gallons per day 7,920 gallons per month 

1/16 in. leak 943 gallons per day 28,300 gallons per month 

1/8 in. leak 3,809 gallons per day 114,200 gallons per month 

1/4 in. leak 15,226 gals. per day 456,800 gallons per month 


