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March 2014

ANNUAL BUDGET REPORT

The City must certify an annual budget to the State of lowa
on March, 15, 12014. This process will set the property tax ley
rate for the upcoming fiscal year which begins on July 1, 2014
and ends on June 30, 2015. The proposed budget accounts
for a number of changes that impact both the City’s finances

and our operations.

The City Council made two decisions in 2013 that impacted the operations funded by general
property tax revenue. First, the City Council decided to issue $500,000 in debt to fund the acqui-
sition of the Rec Complex ($200,000), to complete the Certified Site Project ($120,000), and de-
sign a water treatment plant ($180,000). Secondly, the City Council determined that it was ap-
propriate to utilize the tax increment financing (TIF) to generate the money to make the debt
service payments.

The decision to use TIF means that the City’s levy rate will not increase. The money to pay the
debt will simply be generated by diverting property taxes from the other taxing authorities in-
cluding the City’s own general fund. The property tax revenues diverted from the City’s general
fund coupled with Governor Branstad’s property tax reform will mean an overall general reve-
nue reduction of $12,500.

The acquisition of the Rec Complex means that the City will take on $15-20,000 in annual operat-
ing costs which must be paid for with general fund monies. That means that as much as $32,500
must be reallocated away from City departments that are financed by the general fund. Those
departments are the Public Library, Public Safety, and Administration. The reallocation of monies
away from those departments represents a series of difficult decisions that must be made in or-
der to keep the City’s budget balanced.

There are several strategies that will be employed, all of which are carefully, considered and pre-
cisely targeted. In some areas staffing levels will be reduced by attrition. In other areas, the work-
load will be realigned and better balanced to extract higher efficiencies and reduce spending.
Alternative revenues will be examined such as local option sales tax, franchise fees, utility rate
increase, and a capital improvement levy. The bottom line will be a balanced budget that appro-
priately meets the needs of the community.
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Partnering with the

Van Meter After-Prom Committee Ticket price
includes 5

Present raffle tickets

$20in
advance

$25 at the
door

7:00 - 10:00 pm
Veterans Reception Center
910 Main Street, Van Meter

Advance tickets available through the After-Prom Committee
(any Van Meter High School Junior)
Or by calling the Veterans Reception Center at 515-996-9166

Cash bar and grill items will be available for purchase.

2014 RACCOON RIVER DAYS THEME...

Put away your snow boots and
gloves! Get out your best “daisy

'
dukes!” Grab your shades! It is
time for fun in the sun. Mark you
calendar for a “SUN"sational time
June 6,7 &8.
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Phone: 515-996-2435

LIBRARY NEWS—CHECK IT OUT!!

Email: jwelker@vanmeteria.gov or

mboren@vanmeteria.gov

Book Review—American Sniper
Written by Chris Kyle, With Scott McEwen and Jim DeFelice

This is the story of a young man that went from "bronc busting" to being not only an elite Na-
vy Seal...but the deadliest Sniper in US Military History. "One shot, one kill," is the creed of mili-
tary snipers.

Chris's longest shot and most legendary one, was at 2100 yards with his .338 rifle. This hap-
pened outside of Sadr City. He took out an insurgent with a rocket launcher, near an Army
convoy. With his many kills grew a myth and a legend about Chris and the Ramadi insurgents
put out a $20,000.00 bounty on his head and called him "The Devil Of Ramadi."

Because there was no "Sniper Manual," Chris Kyle literally wrote one for the military.

This is a story of a US Navy Seal who was a calm, cool and collected sniper... and his thrilling...
grab you by the collar and not let go... surprising and not surprising life in an elite fighting
unit... but about the Loves of his life. Love of God, Love of Country, Love of his Better Half
Taya, his children, his family, the men he fought beside and his friends. Chris had a big heart.

Chris Kyle was a multifaceted man who lived hard, played hard, and loved well! You will find
yourself laughing at the humor and saddened by the injuries and deaths of those he cared
about.

| was amazed at his strength to get through all of his deployments, no matter what he had to
do or what he suffered through. The amazing strength, love and faith of his wife Taya to be
there waiting when he returned. The life he chose took a heavy toll on Chris and Taya and
their marriage, but their love and faith got them through it.

In 2009, Chris realized that his wife and children were the most important things in his life. He
didn't want to lose them. He retired from the SEALS and returned to his native Texas.

There Chris started Craft International, a company that offers sniper training to military and
law enforcement and also private security.

Chris Kyle, along with his good friend Chad Littlefield, were both shot to death at a shooting
range on February 2, 2013, by a veteran Chris was trying to help.

Chris went home to live with God and Taya continues to raise the children in their home in
Texas.

| was told by someone that they couldn't get into the book because Chris was too full of him-
self. 1 have to say... if you're going to be a SEAL and a Sniper... you better have a lot of confi-
dence in yourself, because a sniper needs all the confidence he can get... .and to be a Seal....
you MUST be an Alpha Male!!!

Review By Portia Haynes
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Library Hours
Mon, Fri—9am-5pm

Tues—3pm-8pm
Wed, Th—9am-8pm

Sat—9 am to noon

MOVIE & PIZZA
PARTY!

Friday, March 21st at
The Veteran’s
Reception Building at
12:30pm - join library
staff for a movie and
pizza party. Pizza,
drinks and popcorn will
be provided. Bring a
sleeping bag or pillow
to lay on while you
watch the movie in the
North Banquet Room.
Parents are welcome to
come! Featured movie
“Gnomeo and Juliet.”
Let Jolena or Michelle
know if you are
planning to attend so
that there is plenty of

pizza.
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tradition with a vision
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505 GRANT STREET
PO BOX 160 AMERICAN LEGION POST 403
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Fax: 515-996-2207
E-mail: info@vanmeteria.gov

910 Main Street

THURSDAY MEALS—5:30p to 7:30p
March 6—Baked Chicken prepared by Chris Powers served with potatoes and green
beans.

March 13—Chicken & Noodles prepared by Sharon Greer served with mashed pota-
toes and green beans.

$7 for adults, $5 for kids 6-10, FREE for kids 5 & under
SUNDAY, MARCH 9
NOW EVERY WEEK: A slice of Sharon Greer’s pie for $3.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME—SET YOUR Sylvia Cohenour will be working the kitchen at the 403 on Fri-
CLOCKS AHEAD ONE day Nights. In March, she will be serving lunch on Mondays & JOIN
Tuesdays. OUR
HOUR & CHECK THE VIP
BATTERIES IN YOUR Holly Adams will be doing free blood pressure checks the first LIST!
SMOKE ALARMS Wednesday of every month.
0 0
MARCH RECYCLING
SCHEDULE
Waste Connections Looking for Childcare for the Summer?
g/ 578 Kids Care is Taking Enrollments
Monday, 3/10

Kids Care is a licensed center for kids aged 5-12yrs. It is owned and operated by the Van Me-
Monday, 3/25 ter United Methodist Church. Your child must be at least 5 and starting Kindergarten in the
fall. Morning and afternoon snacks and a hot lunch are provided. There are weekly

fieldtrips and outings to the swimming pool. Employees are experienced people who pro-

“LIKE” City of vide a flexible structure to your child’s day while making the day fun. To schedule a visit, ask
Van Meter questions or request enrollment papers please contact Beth Keyt at 515/ 996-2117 or
on Facebook! beth.keyt@vmumc.com
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Van Meter Park and Recreation Board &ﬁ.

Annual Plant Sale

The Park and Recreation Board is taking orders for vegetables and flowers with proceeds to be
used for park development. All plants are greenhouse quality. Please return orders to either
City Hall or to any Park Board member along with your payment by April 4. Plants can be
picked up at the City Maintenance Building (just west of Casey's) on Saturday, May 10 between
& am and 2 pm - just in time for Mother's Day !!!

MName
Address
Phone # Amount Enclosed
Check Cash
Order Form
CQuantity
ltems Unit Price X Ordered Item Total
Vegetable Bedding Flants - 4 Plants/Fak-- 12 Paks/Flat [48 plants/flat]
[Tomatoes Beef Master 3175 %
Betier Boy 31.75 b
Big Boy 5175 E
Celebrity 51.75 kS
ellow 31.75 o
Roma 31.75 b
Chermy 5175 E
‘Peppers Green Bell 5175 | *
Sweet Banana 3175 X
Hot Jalapeno 31.75 b
Floral Bedding Flants - 4 Plants/Pak -- 12 Paks/Flat [48 plants/flat]
Ageratum Blue 5175 ¥
Alyssum White $1.75 ®
Purple 51.75 ¥
Begonia Red %175 ¥
White 5175 E
Fink 51.75 kS
Mized 5175 kS
Dwarf Marigolds Yellow %175 %
Orange 31.75 x
Tu-Tone 3175 b
Dusty Miller White 5175 %
Impatiens Red %175 %
White 5175 E
Fink 5175 E
Mixed 3175 ki
Pansy Mixed %175 %
Petunias Red 5175 *
White 5175 E
Blus 3175 X
Pink 3175 %
Vinca Grape 5175 ¥
Fink 5175 E
Rose 3175 X
Red 5175 kS
Snap Dragons Mixed 5175 ¥
Page 1 Total %
20M4 Selections continue on back ===
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Cluantity
Items Unit Price X Ordered Itemn Total
Fotted Plants
Geraniums Red 53.00 ¥
4 1/2" Pots White 33.00 X
Fink $3.00 %
Salmon 33.00 %
Violet 33.00 %
7 1/2" Pols Red $10.00 X
White $10.00 %
Hybrid Impatiens Pink 53.00 %
4 1/2" Pots Red $3.00 %
White $3.00 %
Orchid 33.00 %
Orange $3.00 b
10" Terra Cotfa Pot Red $16.00 %
wiSaucer White $16.00 ¥
Fink $16.00 %
Orchid $16.00 %
Crange $16.00 i
Hostas, 6" Pot Azsored Vaneties §675 | «x
Grass Purple Plume 5575 b
[TiNI-ROses, 4 112" Pot |Assorted Colors 5650 | =«
Garden Mums Assorted Colors 5250 %
Accent Plants Vinca Vine 5170 | =
Spike $1.70 b
Sprengerni Fern 31.70 X
Bacopa 4 1/2° Pot | $3.50 x
Sweet Potato Vine |Green - 4 1/2" Pot 2350 ®
Purple - 4 1/2" Pot | $3.50 %
Hanging Baskets
'Fuchsia $1800 | «x
Boston Fern $18.00 X
paragyus sprengeri Fern $16.00 ¥
vy Geraniums Red $15.00 %
White $18.00 kS
Fink $18.00 X
Purple $18.00 X
Verbina Red $18.00 %
Purple $18.00 F
Hybrid Impatiens Lilac $18.00 ¥
Red $18.00 %
Fink $18.00 %
Strawflower Vellow $18.00 | =«
Mini Petunia Pink $18.00 X
Yellow $18.00 %
Red $18.00 ki
Dark blue $18.00 %
Page 2 Total
Orders Due Page 1 Total
April 4. ORDER TOTAL
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Thank You!!

Wan Meter Park Board

WWW.VANMETERIA.GOV

Pleaze make checks payable to the Van Meter Park and Recreation Board.




